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OUTFOXED BREAKS OPENING WEEKEND RECORD

WHILE TOP FOX NEWS EXECS. FIGHT BACK
August 10, 2004, LOS ANGELES, CA --Robert Greenwald’s documentary, OUTFOXED – RUPERT MURDOCH’S WAR ON JOURNALISM, opened in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. theaters last Friday with record numbers -- $78,054.00 for five theaters, but not without Fox Executives voicing opinions about the controversial film. OUTFOXED is being distributed by Cinema Libre Distribution, which is also distributing Greenwald’s UNCOVERED: THE WAR ON IRAQ, opening in theatres August 20. 

Due to last weekend’s numbers, OUTFOXED will be expanding to Pasadena, San Jose and Baltimore with additional theaters in Los Angeles and New York on Friday, August 13 and moving on to Portland and other cities on August 20.  The most significant success of the film was at The Quad Cinema in New York. “OUTFOXED broke the weekend gross for the Quad Cinema, making it the best opening ever in its 30-year existence”, explains Elliot Kanbar, owner of The Quad Cinema in New York.  

Fox Executives have not been quiet in voicing their rebuttals to the film by broadcast and in theaters. “The O’Reilly Factor” host Bill O’Reilly dubbed “OUTFOXED” “a smear movie” and later went on to call Director Robert Greenwald “a smear merchant” on a segment that ran on his August 5, 2004.  In addition, Fox News Director, Ken LaCorte, stood up in a Los Angeles theater to defend his employer at a Q & A session with director Robert Greenwald last Thursday.  While an X-Fox News employee (who would not go on record because of concern of reprisals) debated with LaCorte stating that the film was correct in its views of Fox and he left the company because of its continuous push of Right-Wing commentary in news segments. The discussion became so heated it drew in other members of the audience and moved to the lobby as it continued for another 45-minutes. After the debate concluded, LaCorte approached Adam Chapnick, head of distribution at Cinema Libre and warned him if he heard from the Fox Corporate attorney to “get out of town”. 

The film examines how media empires, such as Rupert Murdoch’s Fox News, have been running a “race to the bottom” in television news and the dangers of ever-enlarging corporations assuming control of the public’s right to know.  “I am amazed at the response to OUTFOXED all across the country,” says Greenwald.  “In order to meet the demand from those searching for a fair and balanced film, I am pleased that Cinema Libre Distribution has arranged for theatrical distribution and the release, so far, has been a success.  And thanks to theatre owners around the country, people have experienced “OUTFOXED” in the magic of movie theatres.  We are providing free admission to anyone working at Fox news who wishes to see an accurate and truthful assessment of the Fox News Network.”  Cinema Libre Distribution will work with theatre partners to offer special group rates for grassroots organizations to be posted at www.outfoxed.org.

Philippe Diaz of Cinema Libre Distribution says, “OUTFOXED” broke the rules of traditional distribution. We have used the DVD platform, the same way major companies use previews, to open doors to new creativity in the distribution of independent cinema.” 


Since being released on home video more than a month ago, “OUTFOXED” has sold over 100,000 units over the internet through MoveOne.org’s innovative grassroots marketing and House Party Screenings along with an additional distribution deal with Disinformation Home Entertainment.
About Cinema Libre Distribution - http://www.cinemalibrestudio.com/
Cinema Libre Distribution is the theatrical and home entertainment division of Cinema Libre Studio (CLS), an entertainment production and distribution group.  Worldwide operations include:

· Cinema Libre Productions, the production entity for feature, documentary and animation films, whose principals have produced over 15 films worldwide,

· Cinema Libre Studio, a 6,500-square foot facility with digital and film post production services,

· Cinema Libre International handles foreign sales and co-production.
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